Milestone Achievement: Vietnam takes a step towards child safety on
motorbikes
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Hanoi

Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung has signed today an amendment to Resolution 32, the mandatory
helmet law passed in December 2007. All drivers and passengers on motorbikes from the age of six must
wear a helmet properly under penalty of a fine from 20 May 2010. Adults carrying children without a
helmet or without it properly buckled will be fined 100,000 — 200,000 VND — the equivalent of five to ten
US dollars. Those driving in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi will suffer higher penalties than in the rest of the
country.

The amendment includes several other road safety measures: increased fines for carrying more than one
passenger over the age of fourteen; triple to quadruple the original fine for running red lights; double the
original fine for driving the wrong way down a one-way street; and up to a 1.4 million VND, or
approximately 75 US dollars, fine for drink driving.

Officials will monitor the increased penalty system in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi for 36 months in a pilot
project, after which time officials may chose to extend the same fines to the rest of the country.

The extension of the penalties for non-helmet use in Resolution 32 to include children marks the
achievement of years of advocacy from many road safety stakeholders in Vietham. AIP Foundation will
encourage helmet use for all ages, and supports the amendment as a milestone for the Viethamese
government in road safety.

Since the successful helmet law in 2007, AIP Foundation has dedicated many resources to the
encouragement of child helmet use. Activities have included award-winning public awareness campaigns,
national press conferences, education for primary school students and their parents, and supplying
helmets for children. We continue this work, and plan to launch a new campaign to encourage parents to
put helmets on their children when riding a motorbike in May 2010.



