
IRF attended first International Transport Forum where Transport 
Ministers released a set of key messages 

 
Under the theme “Transport and Energy, The Challenge of 
Climate Change”, the newly born International Transport Forum 

– an inter-governmental organisation within the OECD family – 
gathered for the first time in Leipzig on 28-30 May. Almost 
900 participants from all 51 International Transport Forum 
Member and Observer Countries, and a delegation from India 

had the possibility to listen to leading experts and to exchange 
views on different technical, policy and market measures that 
could help cut down emission from the transport sector. 

Having actively participated in the stakeholders consultation held 
in preparation of this first ITF meeting, IRF was invited to join 
this distinguished audience. Susanna Zammataro, Project Manager Environment, represented the IRF at this 

meeting. A number of high level speakers and well-known experts addressed the delegates during the three 
days. 
 

The Nobel peace price, Rajendra Pachauri, Chairman of the IPCC recalled in his keynote speech that by 
2030 CO2 emissions from the 
transport sector will increase by 

80%. 
 “We have locked the planet 
into a climate change to which 
we will have to adapt” he said. 

At the same time, there is an 
urgent need to reduce 
emissions and to succeed, 

technology alone will not be 
sufficient. “There must be a 
change in behaviour”.   
 

The German Chancellor, Angela Merkel underlined in her speech the 
necessity to decouple economic development from energy consumption 
and land use. She indicated emissions trading schemes as the best global 

solution and certainly the one that could raise the money necessary to help 
developing countries. 
 
There was a general agreement that a global approach is needed. However, this should not be an excuse to 

avoid looking into national and local solutions. Commitment of the business sector and improved quality 
data on transport were also mentioned as key factors for success. Diverging views were expressed by 
Ministers as to the question of targets and whether these should be market based. 

 
The Key Messages of the International Transport Forum call for a strategic approach to meet the energy 
and climate change challenge, based on a package of policy measures. This includes technology  

development, strengthened research into new technology and 
fuels, increased use of information technology and integrated 
mobility management as well as a wide variety of non 
technology policy tools with potential to improve economic 

efficiency and reduce emissions. 
  
Measures to manage traffic demand and reduce congestion as 

well as pricing mechanisms to encourage behavioural change 
were mentioned amongst the latter. The particular 
circumstances in countries or region will determine the choice 
and the appropriate mix of these policy tools. 

 
To access the final ministerial document with the key Messages, please follow the link below: 

 

http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/Topics/pdf/KeyMessages2008.pdf 

“Emissions trading is the best global solution” 
Angela Merkel 

“We need a change in behaviour” 
R.Pachauri 

 

 


