
IRF participates in high level seminar on  
ambitious road safety targets 

 

Project Manager for Road Safety Maria Novikov represented IRF at a high level 
seminar organised by the OECD, the International Transport Forum and the FIA 

Foundation gathering over 150 world road safety experts from 39 countries at 
the OECD Headquarters in Paris on 25-26 September.  

Recent road safety research of the Joint Transport Research Centre of the OECD 
and the International Transport Forum as well as the newly released report 

“Towards Zero: Ambitious Road Safety Targets and the Safe System Approach” 

were presented. A summary of the report may be obtained here 
(http://www.internationaltransportforum.org/jtrc/safety/targets/08TargetsSumm

ary.pdf ). The full version will be available shortly. 
 

The importance of target setting was recognised as research shows that countries that have set 

quantitative targets perform better than countries without them. Proven policies achieving significant 
reduction in road fatalities and serious injuries were presented, such as Vision Zero in Sweden and the 

Sustainable Safety in the Netherlands. These focus on the 
“safe system” or “forgiving road” approach – preventing road 

users being subject to impacts causing fatal or serious injury.  

 
An essential component of this approach is the road safety 

management capacity, which must identify a lead agency 
responsible for road safety as well as the core agencies to be 

involved, their roles and responsibilities, the effective decision-
making hierarch and a strong road safety performance 

framework to measure and support accountability for 

progress. Road safety performance can be improved in the 
short term by a number of proven measures focusing on the 

main risk factors such as speed management, reduced drink driving, seatbelt use, safer roads and 
roadsides, enhanced vehicle safety and increased driver training.  

 

Successful strategies on speed management, vulnerable road users, young drivers, drink driving, 
infrastructure investment and vehicle safety were presented. Directors of road safety agencies of France, 

Spain, the European Union, Western Australia, the United States and the Russian Federation presented 
their road safety programmes.  

The importance of placing road safety high on the political agenda was recognised as key to reducing 
fatalities and serious injuries worldwide. In this context the UN Ministerial Conference on Road Safety, 

planned in Moscow in November 2009, will provide a unique opportunity to take stake of the present 

situation worldwide and promote the safe systems approach as well as best practices. 

 

 

 

 


