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This publication has been elaborated by a broad range of road safety specialists
from the IRF Permanent Technical Committee on Road Safety (PTCRS) under the
chairmanship of Michael Bernhard, Traffic Safety Consultant and Honorary Life
Member of the IRF, with the alm of Increasing awareness among road authorities
of the role of road Infrastructure measures In redudng road accidents.

Providing an overview of road safety assets and their maintenance requirements,
this brochure demonstrates how simple, often low-cost, measures can prove an
efficient means of redudng the humanitarian and financlal burden of road
acddents and offers advice to authorities on malntenance planning and
budgeting for road safety.

The brochure draws on the findings of recent publications and studies from all
over the world which confirm the extreme urgency with which government
authorities should establish modern and effident road safety actions to enhance
the condition of their roads and safety equipment with the dose collaboration
and expertise of the business sectors Involved.

Through the distribution of this brochure, the IRF hopes to contribute to the
Improvement of road safety throughout the world.



INTRODUCTION

1.1. The Basic Facts Behind Road Safety

Roads and their condition have a major impact on both the road users' and general public's perceptions.
These perceptions are assoclated with the requirements for comfort, safety and aesthetics of which the
most important is unquestionably safety. As a result road safety Is or must be the primary objective of any
road administration, and this should be demonstrated by appropriate actions. Moreover It Is felt that the
way In which roads assets, such as pavements, bridges and tunnels, and their furniture - signs, markings
and other safety equipment - are planned, designed, constructed and maintained reveals the attitudes of a
country's administration and Inhabftants to cater for the quantity and quality of human life. To this end, this
paper summarises the IRF's views on how the road infrastructure should be managed to provide safe road

transport .

























































































































