
IRF organises a study tour for High Level  
Central Asian Delegation 

 

Within the frame of an EU financed project, Tony Pearce, 

former Director General of IRF Geneva, organised a study 

tour for 10 high level officials from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Tajikistan and Uzbekistan visiting various transport facilities 

in Europe. Their visit included among others the 3M Road 
Safety Centre in Neuss, the port of Antwerp, DG-TRADE and 

DG-TREN at the EU.  

 
In Geneva, the IRF organised a guided visit to the ADELAC 

A41 construction site (motorway in France linking Geneva to 

Annecy). This 18.8km long highway is a very complex project, including one bi-tube tunnel and 4 

viaducts. To give an idea, some key figures: 

 

• 29 months of construction time 

• 7 million m3 of material to move 

• 150 construction machines 

• 28’000 m3 of concrete and 6’600t of steel for the viaducts 

• 7 operational bases and up to 900 employees on the construction site.  

 

This challenging PPP project is constructed by teams of the 4 

subsidies of Bouygues Construction (Bouygues Travaux 

Publics, DTP Terrassement, Losinger, GFC Construction) and 
Colas. The site visit, attended also by the staff of IRF 

Geneva, was followed by presentations given by IRF on road 

safety, road statistics and environmental impacts of road 
constructions.  

 
Claude Morzier of Colas Switzerland introduced to the 

delegates the maintenance planning and accompanied the delegation to a visit to the Colas 

Asphalt plant in Geneva. 
 

 
Delegates at A41 construction site 

 

On the second day the delegation visited the UNECE 

where discussions and presentations were given on a 

number of issues, including a PPP presentation given by 

Caroline Visser, the IRF PPP expert.  
 

These intensive days were well received by the Central 
Asian delegates who felt that the balance of practical and 

theoretical parts was particularly well planned. 

 

 
From left to right: Mr. Geoffrey Hamilton, 
Chief, Cooperation and Partnerships 
Section - UNECE; Ms. Caroline Visser, IRF 
PPP Expert; Mrs. Sibylle Rupprecht, IRF 
Director General 

 

 


