
Call for a clear CO2 policy and legislative framework at the  
5th Environmental Forum in Magdeburg 

 

Under the theme “Sustainable Mobility - The Post-2012 CO2 Agenda” 

the Fifth Environmental Forum opened its door on 3rd July in 
Magdeburg. Jointly organised by Daimler and UNEP, the forum is 

the result of a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed by the 
two organisations and aiming at reinforcing dialogue and joint 

commitment on emission-free vehicles. 

 
This year, 250 international experts from the industry, research, 

economics as well as high-ranking politicians and international 
environmental organisations discussed solutions for road transportation of the future. 

 

Susanna Zammataro, Environment Project Manager at IRF GPC was 
among the experts invited to address this distinguished audience. She 

illustrated some of the green construction trends and management solutions 
coming from road infrastructure sector as well as the GHG calculator. During 

the panel discussion, she stressed in particular the importance of ITS as part 

of the solutions to be explored. 
 

 “Climate change and the need to dramatically reduce GHG 
emissions are now firmly at the top of the global economy 

and political agenda. Companies who take up this challenge 
and embrace tomorrow’s markets today, are likely to be the 

winners whereas those who invest in the status quo, are 

likely to see their market share and profitability wane” said 
Achim Steiner, UNEP Executive Director. In this 
perspective, Daimler wants to set the example.  The 
company’s road map to sustainable mobility includes 

measures that range from the optimisation of engines, to 

further increase in efficiency with hybridisation, up to fuel-
cells vehicles. Daimler is also committed to exploring future 

energy sources such as second-generation biofuels. 
 

Former President of Chile and UN Special Envoy for Climate 
Change, Dr Ricardo Lagos stressed in his keynote speech 

the importance of sectoral agreements, the need for a better 

cap and trade system and clear rules. 
That is most likely the scenario that will take place in the USA 

after the elections that will designate the new President but 
also renew the entire Congress and 1/3 of the Senate, said Mrs 

Carol Browner, Former administrator of US Environmental 

Protection Agency. She recalled that actually in the 28 US 
States have already a Climate Change Act and another 23 a 

CO2 emissions legislation. 
 

Defining transport as “the blood circulation of economy”, 

Wolfgang Tiefensee, the German Minister of 
Transport, announced at the Forum the publication of a 

master plan for freight transport with 37 concrete 
measures. The plan will be opened to public discussion.  

At the end of the two-day discussion, there was general 

agreement that a clear policy and regulatory framework 
is needed. The latter should not be prescriptive, but on 
the contrary spur innovation and certainly have a long-

term perspective. 

 

Susanna Zammataro – IRF and Dr Ron Wit –  
The Netherlands Society for Nature and  

Environment 

Dr Ricardo Lagos – UN Special Envoy 

 
From left to right : M. Wissman (VDA), R. Routs (Shell), 
T. Weber (Daimler), S. Zammataro (IRF), R. Wit (N&M),
P. Reichstul (Brenco). 

 

 


